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Narrative therapy has much to offer practitioners working with families. Family members bring many stories to therapy about themselves, each other, their relationships and their family itself, which can provide a challenging context for therapists and community workers. Narrative therapists have been seeking to respond to this challenge in a range of different ways, and this two-day workshop will present some of the ideas and practices that can inform a narrative approach to working with families. Themes will include:
· Considerations in drawing on the maps of narrative practice when working with families;
· Attending to power relations in therapeutic conversations;
· The practice implications of what is absent but implicit in family members’ complaints;
· Outsider witness practices that thicken identity descriptions and connections between family members;
· Using letters and documents to contribute to rich story development.
Examples will be used to demonstrate these ideas and practices, and opportunities will be provided for participants to engage in skill development exercises as well as consider how these practices might complement their existing skills and know-how.
FACILITATOR FOR BOTH WORKSHOPS
Chris Dolman is a social worker who has been engaging with narrative ideas and practices for the past fifteen years. He lives and works in Adelaide, South Australia, and values and enjoys working with individuals, couples, and families who are responding to a broad range of concerns in their lives 
and relationships. Chris currently works as a narrative therapist in a government mental health service, as well as a manager of a family counselling service for a community services organisation. 
He holds a Master of Narrative Therapy and Community Work and since 2009 he has been a member 
of the Dulwich Centre Teaching Faculty with teaching assignments in China, Singapore, Turkey and Australia.
